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WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DAY THEME FOR 2026

Theme
Environmental Health: Standing with Science to Protect Communities
Rationale

This theme directly aligns with WHO’s science-based decision-making narrative and highlights the role of
environmental health professionals as applied public health scientists translating research into policy,
regulation and community protection.

Key Messages

o Environmental health practice is evidence-based public health action
e  Science protects communities from environmental risks

¢ Environmental health professionals are the bridge between science and implementation

Suggested Activities
National level

= National Environmental Health Evidence Summit (jointly hosted with ministries of
health/environment)

= Launch of a National Environmental Health Evidence Report summarizing environmental health
risks and interventions

= Parliamentary or government briefing: “Environmental Health and Evidence-Based Policy”

Membership / Professional Associations

= Webinar series: “Environmental Health Science in Practice”
= Publication of case studies demonstrating evidence based EH interventions
= Recognition awards for innovation in environmental health science
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Local / Community Level

= “Science in Action” open day with environmental health officers
= Public demonstrations: water testing, air quality monitoring, food safety science

= School outreach activities explaining how environmental health science protects
communities

Additional Strategic Ideas for IFEH (2026)
To strengthen the global impact of WEHD:

Launch a Global Environmental Health Evidence Declaration
Create a global data dashboard of environmental health risks

Encourage countries to produce “Environmental Health in Action” case studies
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Run a student video competition on science-based environmental health
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