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Links with EH regulatory roles

•Air pollution

•Water quality

•Noise

•Food safety

• Infectious disease



NZ emissions



Actions for EH professionals 

1. Individual change - communication

2. Organisational/health sector change

3. Active democracy

4. Coming up against system limits

5. Community actions

6. Joining organisations taking action



www.orataiao.org.nz
www.facebook.com/OraTaiao

@OraTaiao

#climatehealth

http://www.orataiao.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/OraTaiao


OraTaiao: Vision and goals

• Vision:
• Healthy Climate, Healthy People

• Goals:
• NZ an active participant in global emissions reduction

• Societal responses to climate change that protect and promote population 
health and equity, and are consistent with Te Tiriti o Waitangi
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Dobson et al 2012 Academic Medicine 87: 9   



Building a national coalition



Building NZ evidence base







Influencing policy/projects











Coal, oil, gas endgame



Ministerial portfolio: climate & health



www.climateandhealthalliance.org



GCHA & Paris Climate Agreement 

Gathered coordinated declarations representing 
over 

1,700 health organizations, 
7,800 hospitals and health facilities

13,000,000 health professionals

calling on governments to reach a strong 
agreement in the Paris UN negotiations.



Initiative led by health professionals 
to address air pollution & climate 
pollutants in cities, launched May 2, 
2017

• 12 cities around the 
world

• Local solutions
• City scale easily actionable + high 

impact

• Win-win – healthy air, healthy climate
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Summary

∎Individual action an important start

∎Collective action ++powerful

∎Spectrum of public health action

∎Health framing useful

∎Co-benefits framing useful

∎Come and visit the OraTaiao stand


